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Women encounter Holy Spirit through Magnifcat meal

LAURA DODSON
Florida Catholic Correspondent

ORLANDO | “The Holy Spirit
wanted you to be here for whatever
reason,” said Father Richard Tuttle,
spiritual adviser for the new Magni-
ficat of Greater Orlando Chapter, a
ministry to Catholic women. “You
are here so you can accept a newin-
vitation. Be open to the Holy Spirit
and to what the Holy Spirit is call-
ingyou.”

Thus began the inaugural meal
March 18 at the Florida Hotel at
the Florida Mall in Orlando, with
a challenge and a promise of what
was to come.

Born out of the Charismatic
Renewal and still nurtured by it,
Magnificat ministry began in 1981
in New Orleans and now has 109
chapters throughout the world.
The Greater Orlando Chapter is the
seventh in Florida, with the others
located in Pensacola-Tallahassee,
Tampa, St. Petershurg, Miami, Bro-
ward County and West Palm Beach.
Tts purpose is to help Catholic wom-
en become more aware of the Holy
Spirit living within, thereby deep-
ening their relationship with the
Lord and their commitment to love,
service and sharing the good news.

“The Magnificat ministry has
been another gift of the Holy Spirit
to the Church, especially for wom-
en,” said Bishop Emeritus Sam G.
Jacobs of Houma-Thibodaux, La.
“Itis an opportunity for wormen to
come into a personal relationship
with Jesus Christ either for the first
time or in a fresh, deeper way. ...
This was the way God used the min-

istry to bring women into a deeper
experience of his love for them and
the power of the Holy Spirit.”

Kathy Bolich, coordinator of the
St. Petersburg chapter, recalled how
her mother had been on the found-
ing team in New Orleans and “she
put my aunt and me in the kitchen.”
The meal is an essential part of the
ministry — whether it is breakfast,
lunch or dinner — giving the wom-
en the opportunity for fellowship, to
share God's presence and love with
one another.

Personal testimonyis another es-
sential facet of the ministry. At the
March event both Father Tuttle and
Kathy Maclnnis, coordinator for the
central service team that governs
the entire organization of 109 chap-
ters, shared their stories. Father
Tuttle is a retired professor of the
Franciscan University in Steuben-
ville, Ohio, who assists at Corpus
Christi Parish in Celebration. He
offered his “mini-teaching” of the
action of the Holy Spirit in hislife as
amodel for the women to each re-
flect on their own lives and see the
in-breaking of the Holy Spirit.

“There is only one of you for a
reason,” he said. “You are called to
show joy and love of God in charity.
We are called to be servants of the
Lord. Everyone is a sacred temple of
the Holy Spirit.

When he was a seminarian in
Ohio, he joined a prayer group of
15-25 people praying for the gifts of
the Holy Spirit. He said it had a pro-
found impact on his life and spiritu-
ality as the group grew to 500.

“I knew people had to learn to
pray in several ways and be open to

the Holy Spirit,” he said.

The ministry encourages wom-
en to grow in holiness through:
daily prayer and Scripture reading;
knowing the love of God; commit-
ment to Jesus; experiencing re-
maining open to the power, pres-
ence and gifts of the Holy Spirit;
frequent participation in the sacra-
ments; love and devotion to Mary;
serving the Church and the world;
reverence for the sanctity of life
and appreciation of the vocation of
women.

MaclInnis has been a Magnificat
member for over 20 years and was
instrumental in forming many of
the 109 chapters she now oversees.
She is a wife, mother, grandmother
and caregiver of her own mother
for 16 years and father-in-law for 23
years. She lives in Venice.

“I wouldn't be here today if it
wasn't until that ‘something” hap-
pened to me,” she said. “I was read-
ing a book on healing and realized
that ‘something’ was missing. It was
all about the Holy Spiritand putting
God in the center of my life, and I
knew that was what I was missing.”

Aftera [riend introduced her to a
Charismatic prayer group, she real-
ized she didn’t know God or Jesus
ona “personallevel.” It inspired her
toattenda Lifein the Spirit seminar.

“My spiritual life went from black
and white and grey to living color,”
she said. “The Lord has given us so
many graces.”

She related a story of a priest who
introduced her to Blessed Charles
de Foucauld's Prayer of Abandon-
ment. A prayer card was on the
table for each participant and itwas
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Participants of the inaugural Magnificat meal March 18 stand united
in prayer. The Magnificat ministry is alive in Florida dioceses and
offers meals for spiritual renewal. (COURTESY)

prayed together, which read “Let
only your will be done in me.”

“I asked for the grace to say this
prayer and now it's how I live my
life. T was calmed by it and now I
know God is with me. If you aban-
don your life to the Lord, he will
show you the way,” she said. “Find
away to be closer to the Lord and he
will heal you. Heis our allin all and
he is calling us. What is your plan?
Whatdo youneed to do?”

Prayer is an integral part of the
meal agenda. Women have the op-
portunity to write their interces-
sory prayer requests and were led
in praise and worship in song.

Membership is spiritual in na-
ture, so there are no dues. The meal
is the primary function four times

per year, but there are other op-
portunities for enrichment: a Bible
study written for women, prayer
groups, retreats. Testimonies are
given on EWTN daily and 19 testi-
monies are also available as a book,
“Magnificat Proclaims.”

At the conclusion of the celebra-
tion, Father Tuttle blessed the wom-
en, “Go forth, bring forth the faith,
love, hope of what has been re-
vealed and given to you. God is not
justin heaven, but with us here on
earth calling us to be missionaries
to the whole world, sending us forth
like Jesus did to the early Church."m

For information and to see the
calendar of meals, visit www.
magnificat-ministry.org.

Readers offer relief for annual farmworker campaign

STAFF REPORT

ORLANDO | The scrawl was
hard to read on the stamped enve-
lope that arrived in the mail in late
March, but the message was pro-
found and clear.

On a grayish, white sheet that
seemed to have been cut the size
of the envelope were the words,
“For Long Sleeve Relief. I'm sorry
that I cannot give more. Bible:
Love pray and forgive. God bless
everyone. — Anonymous.” Taped
to the other side of the paper were
five pennies.

To those who possess a cynical
mind, the five cents donation might
seem foolish. But to the staff of the
Florida Catholic, the letter was an
example of Christ's message of giv-
ing to the poor whatever one can.

“This person took the time to
write a note and carefully seal in a
donation for aimportant campaign
thatourstaffbelievesis ablessing to
manage,” said Ann Borowski-Slade,
associate publisher of the Florida
Catholic. “We honor every reader
who contributed to this campaign,

whether itis a check for $20, $500 or
more, or five cents. It all adds up to
helping those who put food on our
tables.”

For the past 12 years, the Florida
Catholic has sponsored the annual
Long-Sleeve Relief Campaign to
help Florida’s thousands of farm-
workers statewide. The campaign
has garnered support from parishes
and schools. One mother of a Father
Lopez High School student, Janet
Peburn, spoke about her daughter’s
participation in the school’s col-
lection for the campaign. She said
she and her daughter would be de-
livering an SUV full of shirts to the
Farmworker Association of Florida
in Pierson.

That story is one of several
echoed by supporters of the cam-
paign as each year hundreds of
long-sleeve shirts are donated and
sent to agencies that support farm-
workers. Long sleeves are impor-
tant to agriculture workers who toil
in the fields under Florida’s oppre-
sive sun. The shirts protect against
the sun's rays and pesticides, which
permeate the shirts and make them

unusable quickly. Having clean
shirts are critical to those working
in the fields.

This year, drop-off locations
were available within all three dio-
ceses covered by the Florida Catho-
lie, including Farmworker Associa-
tion offices in Apopka, Pierson, Im-
mokalee and Fellsmere, and Society
of St. Vincent de Paul locations and
Catholic Charities agencies within
the Dioceses of Orlando, Venice
and Palm Beach, which coordinat-
ed drop-offs with local Farmworker
Association of Florida sites.

Along with donations of shirts,
generous readers offered donations
through the mail. At press time,
more than $7,885 has been collect-
ed for the campaign, which started
Ash Wednesday. This is almost
$2,000 more than last year's contri-
butions. The funds will be distribut-
ed equally to farmworker organiza-
tions that partner with the Florida
Catholic for the annual drive.

“We cannot thank our read-
ers enough,” Borowski-Slade said.
“Once again those who donated
displayed a Christian heart toward
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A photo of the letter and the
pennies sent to the Florida
Catholic offices for the Long-
Sleeve Relief Campaign.

our farmworkers, who are so vital to
our economy, our community and
our Church. We offer our support to
them out of respect and love, and it
is wonderful to see our readers do
the same.”s

Monetary contributions for the
Long-Sleeve Relief Campaign

are still being accepted. To make
a monetary donation, make
your check payable to the Flor-
ida Catholic and mail to: Long-
Sleeve Relief, P.O. Box 4993, Or-
lando, FL 32802-4993. For more
information, call toll free 1-888-
275-9953.
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